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18. “ONE ON TWO, AND TWO ON ONE”:
PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM A SURVEY OF DRY
STONE WALLS ON THE NATIONAL TRUST ESTATE AT

MALHAM
T C Lord

INTRODUCTION

Dry stone walls are a key cultural element in the landscape
of the Yorkshire Dales. Yet we actually know very little about
them, and have only limited survey data about their
condition. Arthur Raistrick’s booklet The Story of the
Pennine Walls first appeared more than fifty years ago
(Raistrick 1946). Little has been published since, although a
parish study of Dacre, and brief notes by Hudson
demonstrate the potential of dry stone wall studies in the
Yorkshire Dales (Dacre Parish Council 1998; Hudson 1995;
1996). This is confirmed by a series of recent studies by
Dennison (eg 1996, 2000, and this volume).

The palimpsest of field boundaries in the vicinity of
Malham (Fig 18.1) has long attracted archaeological study
(Raistrick and Chapman 1929; Raistrick 1947; Raistrick and
Holmes 1962; Moorhouse 1987; Horne and MacLeod 1995).
The principal focus of interest has been the extensive, and
often well preserved earthwork field boundaries, “humps,
bumps and banks’ which sometimes underlie upstanding
dry stone walls. Probably because of these earthworks, most
researchers have tended to ignore the dry stone walls, a
still-in-use bit of the cultural landscape, perhaps viewing
them rather like topsoil in a ‘Time Team’ excavation,
something to be mentally scraped off so as to reveal the
‘real” archaeology underneath. The possibility that certain
types of dry stone wall may be ‘fossilised’ fragments of
archaic farming landscapes, and contemporary with some
of the earthworks, is rarely considered. For a recent example
of this approach, in an otherwise admirable study of
Coniston Castle Scar in Wharfedale, see Horne and MacLeod
(2001).

Land managers currently lack both sound dating
evidence, and a comprehensive typology for dry stone walls
in the Yorkshire Dales. This makes it difficult to argue for the
conservation of a particular wall on the basis of age, one of
the criteria used in the listing of domestic buildings. Tt is
also hazardous to argue for the conservation of a wall on
the basis of rarity as this is impossible to substantiate without
quantitative data. The National Trust intended to address
these shortcomings in commissioning the survey.

At present, the only published typology and dating
evidence for dry stone walls is Martin Wildgoose's
pioneering study at Roystone Grange, Derbyshire (Hodges
1991; Wildgoose 1991). However, we do not know whether
all, none, or just parts of the Roystone Grange wall data are
applicable to other areas. One suspects the last. The
‘orthostatic walls” of the North York Moors (Spratt 1988) are
just one instance of a regional wall type not represented at
Roystone Grange. Dry stone walling is a poorly documented
craft and practical experience helps understanding of

construction techniques. It is instructive that Wildgoose
was a farmer, and had practical experience of dry stone
walling.

At the request of the National Trust, the author
conducted a structural and condition survey of the 136km
of dry stone walls on its Estate at Malham in 1998. The
survey was designed to be a tool and data-base for future
management of the walls. It altempted to record the different
kinds of walls that make up the present day wall pattern, to
devise a way to classify them, and utilised objectively defined
criteria to classify the walls into condition categories primarily
for land management purposes.

The National Trust Estate rises from about 220m near
Malham village to almost 600m on the summit of Fountains
Fell. The geology of much of the higher ground is mainly
Carboniferous limestone which forms an extensive plateau
at an altitude of about 300-400m. The limestone frequently
outcrops at the surface as limestone pavement, but it is
more generally masked by a variable cover of glacial drift,
giving rise to a range of soil types. The area today is entirely
devoted to livestock husbandry.

The Estate consists of contrasting landscape
components. Five large hill farms on Malham Moor make up
by far the greatest part. The hill farms were formed in the
16th century during the post-Dissolution re-organisation of
the monastic pasture systems on Malham Moor. Four out of
the five farmsteads, Darnbrook, Middlehouse, Waterhouses
and Lower Trenhouse, are probably on medieval core sites
occupied by Fountains Abbey lodges. The fifth, Tennant
Gill, is most likely a wholly post-Dissolution creation. It
occupies part of an extensive coaxial field system crossing
the upper reaches of Cowside Beck that originally included
at least four farms. Three of these farms, two at Stangill and
one at Freer Head, are now abandoned. By contrast, nearer
to Malham village, the Trust’s Estate includes adjacent parts
of two formerly stinted sheep pastures, Ewe Moor and Prior
Raikes, divided by a Parliamentary award in the 1840s, as
well as part of the village infield south east of Malham Cove
which was probably divided by piecemeal enclosure before
the end of the 18th century (Fig 18.2). The dry stone walls
on the Malham Estate may be considered as a representative
sample of walls built over a long period of time in a variety of
upland landscape contexts.

THESTRUCTURALSURVEY

The basic unit for the purpose of this structural survey is a
wall section, a length of wall with the same dimensions,
profile and structural characteristics. In theory each wall
section should match a length of wall originally built to a
particular set of specifications. Occasionally a wall section
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Barnbrook Fell

—_— Wide-top wall with overhanging coping Muatham Cove

Projected boundary between Fountains
Abbey and Bolton Priory outfield

_— National Trust estate boundary

Figure 18.1. Field walls on the National Trust estate in the Malham area,
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